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1. Introduction

This paper provides background information on the ‘Caring for our future: shared ambition for care and support’ government consultation and highlights key concerns for disabled people. The consultation is closing on 2 December 2011. 
The consultation documents can be found at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_129923
This information paper includes:

· Background information to the consultation

· The recommendations given in the four reports which inform the decision about the future of social care. 
· Questions posed in the consultation. 
· Inclusion London’s comments.  
2. Background to the consultation

The government says that it recognises that the current system of social care is unfair and confusing, also that it is difficult to make financial plans for future care needs. Currently, the state pays for social care for those on low incomes, while people with savings of £23,250 or over pay for their care, in some cases using the proceeds of selling their house to pay for residential or nursing home care.  
According to the ‘Caring for our future’ webpage, research shows that  today’s 65 year olds will face an average cost , for care, of £32,000 over the rest of their lives – ‘but one in five will need care costing less than £1,000, and one in five will need care costing more than £50,000’.  The number of disabled people will increase especially with an ageing population.   Reform has become more urgent because the proportion of people working and paying taxes is dropping in comparison to those needing social care.      
What is care?
According to the consultation, social care can include help getting out of bed, dressed and washed, cooking meals or getting out of the house.  The need for emotional support at times of difficulty or stress is also mentioned.   

The government has commissioned four reports, each giving recommendations about different aspects of social care. The reports are: 

· Fairer Care Funding 
· The Vision of Adult Social Care

· Adult Social Care   

· The Palliative Care Funding review

The government has suggested that the recommendations from these reports can be used to inform the decision about the future of social care.  
3. Recommendations from four reports

As mentioned above, four reports have been produced which can inform the debate about the future of social care.  Below we provide brief information on the recommendations from each report.    
Fairer care funding report  
The Fairer care funding report was produced by the Commission on Funding of Care and Support. It is often called the Dilnot report after the chair of the commission.
The commission was asked to look at: 

· how best to meet the costs of care and support as a partnership 


between individuals and the state; 

· how people could choose to protect their assets, especially their 


homes, against the cost of care; 

· how, both now and in the future, public funding for the care and 

support system can be best used to meet care and support needs; and 

· how its preferred option can be delivered. 

Recommendations from the report include:

· Individuals’ lifetime contributions towards their social care costs would be capped at £35,000. After the cap is reached, individuals would be eligible for full state support.   
· People to have different options for meeting their contribution:  income or savings, using housing assets or take out a financial product.    

· The means-tested threshold, above which people are liable for their full care costs, should be increased from £23,250 to £100,000

· National eligibility criteria and portable assessments.  
· All those who enter adulthood with a care and support need should be eligible for free state support immediately rather than being subjected to a means test.

More information is available at about the Fairer Care Funding report at: http://www.dilnotcommission.dh.gov.uk/our-report/ 
Vision of social care 
The Vision of social care document sets out the government’s vision of social care in the future. The ‘Vision’ has seven principles which in brief, include:
·  Prevention: empowered people and strong communities will work together to maintain independence.  
·  Personalisation: individuals not institutions take control of their care. Personal budgets, preferably as direct payments, are provided to all eligible people. Information about care and support is available for all local people.
· Partnership: care and support delivered in a partnership between individuals, communities, the voluntary and private sectors, the NHS and councils.   
· Plurality: the variety of people’s needs is matched by diverse service provision, with a broad market of high quality service providers. 

· Protection: there are sensible safeguards against the risk of abuse or neglect. Risk is no longer an excuse to limit people’s freedom. 

· People: we can draw on a workforce who can provide care and support with skill, compassion and imagination.
More information is available at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_121508
Adult social care - Law Commission
The law covering social care was seen as being complex and out of date.  The Law Commission aimed to create a clear, modern and effective legal framework in its ‘Adult social care’ report.
  The recommendations in the report include: 
· putting the individual’s wellbeing at the heart of decision-making, using new statutory principles 

· giving carers new legal rights to services 

· placing duties on councils and the NHS to work together 

· building a single, streamlined assessment and eligibility framework 

· protecting service users from abuse and neglect with a new legal framework, and 

· for the first time, giving adult safeguarding boards a statutory footing. 

More information is available at: 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/lawcommission/publications/1460.htm
Palliative Care funding review

The Palliative Care funding review’s had three key aims:

· To create a fair and transparent funding system

· To deliver better outcomes for patients

· To provide better value for the NHS

The review recommended that these aims should be achieved by developing:

· an NHS palliative care tariff which is based on need

· a funding system which incentivises good outcomes for patients,

· irrespective of both time and setting

· the commissioning of integrated care packages which stimulate

community services.
4. Questions posed by the consultation

The caring for our future consultation set us out seven questions for those responding to the consultation. The questions are as follows:

· Quality: how could we improve the quality of care and how could we develop the future workforce to do this? 

· Personalisation: how could we give people more choice and control over the care and support they use, and help them to make informed decisions?   

· Shaping local care services: how could we ensure there is a wide range of organisations that provide innovative and responsive care services and that respond to people’s needs and choices?  

· Prevention: how could we support more effective prevention and early intervention to keep people independent and in good health for as long as possible? 

· Integration (in partnership with the NHS Future Forum): 
· how could we build better connections locally between the NHS and other care services? 

· The role of the financial services: what role could the financial services sector play in supporting care users, carers and their families? 

More information is available about the Caring for our future consultation at:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@pg/documents/digitalasset/dh_130455.pdf
 or the easy read version available at:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_130452.pdf
5. Inclusion London Comments 

We will comment on ‘Fairer care funding’ report and then address the context in which both the seven principles in the ‘Vision of Social Care’ document, as well as the questions posed in the actual consultation. 
Fair care funding report
Inclusion London believes that the recommendations in the Dilnot report are an improvement on the present situation. However, we believe that social care should be funded out of general taxation as other health and life times needs are.  The report recommends a cap on contributions of £35,000 and to increase the threshold when contributions are demanded to £100,000. However, these amounts could be changed by government. We are also wary of the suggested use of ‘financial products, (presumably insurance schemes) as premiums could be increased for those that are more likely to need care in the future. Inclusion London has produced a full information paper on the Dilnot report which is available at: http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/We%20can%20afford%20to%20care
Economic Context

The seven principles in the Vision of social care report and the questions posed in the consultation have similar underlying assumptions so we will address these together, looking at the economic context in which they have been raised. 

The distance between what is being aspired to in the Vision of social care report and what is actually happening on the ground is huge.  It has always been difficult to obtain support for more than personal care or assistance with basic meals.  The aspiration of choice and control has been severely curtailed by the reality of tight budget allocation and the number of providers available.  Small local providers who may offer more responsive and creative services have struggled to compete for contracts against larger national organisations.  Also budgets and care packages have differed from region to region.  

This was before the economic crisis, now funding cuts are forcing many local user led groups and voluntary groups to close at an unprecedented rate.  It is these groups that often provide the vital information about the services available and crucial advocacy and support through the care assessment and support brokerage process. In addition, care budgets are being cut and eligibility narrowed so claimants are forced to go to the high court to have decisions to cut their care over turned.  The likelihood of true choice and control is becoming more remote as does the aspiration to improve the quality of care and provide preventative care.  
Central government has imposed severe cuts in funding for local government, compounded by a cap on council tax.  While we acknowledge that some councils are managing to protect disabled people from these cuts better than others we think central government cannot absolve itself of responsibility the difficulties cuts have caused. 

In conclusion, Inclusion London believes that councils and central government must work together to protect people with impairments, so they are not further disabled by cuts in their care and cuts in services   support and advocacy provided by user led organisations.

 

6. What you can do
We would like to know what disabled people and Deaf and disabled people’s organisations think about the plans for social care, to inform our response to the consultation. Or use this information paper as a basis for your response. 
If you have experience cuts in your care recently do lobby your local councillor or MP.  You can find out who your local MP is at:  http://findyourmp.parliament.uk/    MPs contacts are available at: http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/
Information about your local councillor is available on your local councils website, for a link to your local council go to:
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Dl1/Directories/Localcouncils/DG_4003596
For more information go to:

Inclusion London

Can Mezzanine

49-51 East Road

London N1 6AH
Email: policy@inclusionlondon.co.uk  

Telephone: 020 7237 3181 

www.inclusionlondon.co.uk
London Deaf and Disability Organisations CIC
Company registration no: 6729420
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