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Dear  XXX
I am writing to you as the local Disabled people’s organisation, to request your support regarding the Welfare Benefit Reform Bill. 
If passed the Bill is going to cause huge hardship, poverty and distress to many thousands of local Deaf and disabled people. We believe that the Bill needs to be voted down, or at the very least radically revised, so disabled people do not suffer further poverty and isolation. We would be grateful if you could raise our concerns when the bill returns to the House of Commons.
This is already a difficult time for local Deaf and disabled people. Our organisation, which provides essential support to local disabled people, is facing huge cuts to its funding, resulting in less support for hundreds of people. Disabled people are also facing higher costs for social care at the same time that care budgets are being cut. 
We are also being attacked in the media, constantly being portrayed as ‘benefit scroungers’ and ‘fraudsters’ when the reality is that disability benefit fraud stands at just 0.3%. The proposals in the Welfare Reform Bill will only add to this lack of support and make things much, much tougher for us.  
We have listed below parts of the Bill that will badly affect local disabled people and ask you to oppose them:   
· Please vote against the proposal to limit contributory employment and support allowance to one year for disabled people and support the Lords amendment. I believe that it is totally unrealistic for disabled people to find work in one year in the current climate of unemployment.
· Please vote against the government’s intention to reduce spending on DLA/PIP by 20% as many disabled people will lose the crucial financial support DLA provides. These changes to DLA are all about about reducing costs not about ensuring disabled people receive much needed financial support.

· Please oppose the requirement for everyone to undergo a face to face assessment. I believe is costly and unnecessary, as the debacle that is the ATOS Work Capability Assessment already proves.
·  Please support the Lords amendments and oppose the housing benefit cap, which could force disabled Londoners to move out of accessible accommodation into an inaccessible flat or house. Many disabled people will have to move from an area where support from friends, relatives and neighbours are at hand, to a completely new area with no networks of support, leaving them alone and isolated. Forced moves will also bring havoc to disabled people with Local Authority care packages, as these packages of support are not portable from area to area, and will therefore require people to go through an extremely stressful and time consuming assessment process, with no security of care package on offer.
Should the Welfare Reform Bill be passed thousands of local disabled people will be pushed further into poverty, exclusion and isolation. Why are we paying the price of bankers greed and tax breaks for the rich? The Welfare Reform Bill needs to change so many disabled people do not experience an increase in poverty. We ask you to raise these concerns during the debate in House of Commons. 
Yours sincerely,
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