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1. Introduction

On 6th May there will be a general election as well as local council elections for Londoners. Both types of election are important for Deaf and disabled people. 
We want to know if all the political parties will do what Deaf and disabled people think is important.   We want to know about the differences between what the political parties say they will do for Deaf and disabled people.

We want to know how Deaf and disabled people can get the next government and their local councils to do what is important to us. 

Inclusion London’s election meeting

People from the four main political parties will be at our meeting on 20th April.  The political parties are Labour, Conservative, Liberal Democrats and the Green Party.  We want them all to hear more about what Deaf and disabled people think is important.
Inclusion London thinks it is important for more disabled people to be members of the political parties and to be elected to local councils and Parliament.  This will mean that things that Deaf and disabled people think are important will be taken more notice of.

One of the things the political parties have to do is make their information easier for Deaf and disabled people to use.  The law will change to say that they must do this better. 
The political parties must understand how many Deaf and disabled people there are, and that we come from many different groups and communities.  The political parties need to understand that our votes in elections are important for them.  By treating us all fairly and giving Deaf and disabled people better chances in life the political parties will be making their communities stronger.

2. Deaf and Disabled Londoners and the elections
Many disabled people feel they are kept outside of what is done by politicians.  Deaf and disabled people say that this sometimes means that their experiences of being treated unfairly are not listened to.  Deaf and disabled people often have bad experiences of education and work.  Disabled people are more likely to be poor, to experience violence against them and have more difficult lives than non-disabled people.
Some good things have happened for Deaf and disabled people in the last 10 years.  There is still a lot more that can be done. We want the political parties to understand how what they do affects Deaf and disabled people and to help improve our lives.

Deaf and disabled people’s groups and organisations say that they should always be involved with any actions and decisions which affect Deaf and disabled people.  They say ‘Nothing about us, without us’.  This is important in politics.  We know that what the government and local councils do affects our lives.  So at the meeting on 20th April we want the politicians to hear what Deaf and disabled people want.
3. Important facts about Deaf and disabled people’s lives
There is a lot of research and information that shows that 
· disabled people have less certificates (qualifications) from school, college and training than non-disabled people
· disabled people find getting jobs harder than non-disabled people
· when disabled people do have jobs, they are often paid less than non disabled people

· disabled people are more likely to live in bad housing that does not meet their needs

· disabled people are more at risk of violence simply because they are disabled people.  This is even worse for people with learning difficulties and people with mental health issues.
All these things show that disabled people are treated less fairly.  Parliament and local councils must look at actions they can take to make sure these things do not continue.  A lot more needs to be done to make sure that disabled people get a better deal in society.
4. Does spending less on public services give disabled people a fair deal?
Some of the political parties are saying that they will spend much less money on public services.  (Public services might be things that local councils do, or the health service or education, for example.)  

We would like to know what effect spending less money on public services would have on Deaf and disabled people.  Some of the support that Deaf and disabled people get to lead the lives they want depends on this money.

We want to know if the government or local councils spend less money on public services that will stop things getting better for disabled people.  For example, this might mean it is harder for Deaf and disabled people to go to school or college, or get jobs.  It might make it harder for disabled people to get their legal rights.
This is happening already in some parts of London and it is unfair.

The political parties are saying clearly what services would be cut if they try to spend less money.  This is because people would not be happy to see public services cut.

Some politicians are talking about taking very, very large amounts of money out of public services. This would mean it would be much harder for Deaf and disabled people to lead the lives they want and get their legal rights.  This is because there would be fewer public services like schools and colleges, welfare benefits, doctors and hospitals, and support in people’s homes. 
We think that it is not fair for politicians to try to put right the money problems the country has by taking away services for Deaf and disabled people.  This would make our lives harder.  
Inclusion London does not support cuts in public spending that will be unfair for Deaf and disabled people. 

5. What disabled people want
Earlier this year, Inclusion London did a survey (asked people questions).  The survey asked a lot of Deaf and disabled people in London what they think is important for the new government to do.  These are some of the things that people said are important.
· Leading the lives we want (independent living)
Deaf and disabled people want to be able to choose the kind of things that make their lives better.  They want to have more control over who supports them.  They want people and services which support them to work better together.  This will mean Deaf and disabled people can be part of their communities.
To be able to have those choices and be in control of their lives, Deaf and disabled people said this would come with help from Centres for Independent Living.  These are run by Deaf and disabled people to support other Deaf and disabled people.  People in Inclusion London’s survey also said there must be a law which says they have a right to lead the lives they want.  

They also said there should be more houses that had cheaper rents. They said that there should be fewer things in society (barriers) which stop Deaf and disabled being part of the community. 

They said that welfare benefits for disabled people should not be taken away. They said that there must be help with the extra money it costs sometimes for disabled people to lead their lives.  
· We want to take a full part in society
Disabled people said in the survey that they want to be able to go to schools, colleges and universities in the same way as other people.  They want to be treated fairly there.

They also said that there must be lots of support for Deaf children who use sign language.  There should be a law to say Deaf children have a right to learn and work using sign language.  

Disabled people in the survey said that everyone who works in education (schools, colleges, universities and training places) must have training on how to work well with Deaf and disabled people (disability equality training).

People in the survey said that the law must support disabled people with getting jobs, being able to stay in their jobs and being able to get better jobs.  Now, disabled people are often in jobs that have low wages. They are often in jobs that people think are not so important.
Things need to be done to change that so disabled people get better jobs and get on better in work when they do have jobs.  People can get help in their jobs from the government.  This is called the Access to Work scheme.  Disabled people in the survey said that people who are elected to their local councils or Parliament should be able to get help from Access to Work as well.  This might mean more disabled people put themselves forward for politics, which would be a good thing. 

Things must be done to make sure there are strong and positive images of disabled people, for example in papers, magazines, on television and in films (the media).

People in the survey also said that more money needs to be given to groups and organisations that are run by Deaf and disabled people.  This government said there should be at least one of these organisations in every local council area.  Councils must work to make this happen by giving money and support to Deaf and disabled people’s groups and organisations.

· An end to disabled people having very little money
Disabled people are more likely to have very little money.  This is often because disabled people have to spend more for things they need and because fewer disabled people are in well paid work.  Disabled people said in the survey that welfare benefits are important to help with extra costs, for example the cost of heating at home or travelling or paying for support.  

Disabled people said in the survey that it is important that people can get the same sort of support and services even if they live in different areas of England and Wales.  Sometimes disabled people who live in different areas get different services or have to pay more for their support.
We need fairness across the country in getting health care and the equipment we need to makes our lives easier.  And this should be free.  People who work in clinics and hospitals must also be treated fairly.

· Laws that make sure disabled people are treated fairly
Deaf and disabled people in the survey said it is important that there is strong law that protects their rights.  It is also important that these laws are used.  The new Equality Act must be used to make things better for disabled people.

The United Nations organisation says some strong and positive things about disabled people’s rights. Any new government must put these things that the United Nations organisation says into law here in the UK.
Deaf people want stronger rights and for sign language to be used more.  Deaf people want the right to serve on juries in court.
There are some parts of the law now which treat people with mental health issues less fairly.  We want that changed.
We need the government to tell people who make computers and other things that they must think more about disabled people when they design things.  This would make these things easier for disabled people to use.  That would make it easier for Deaf and disabled people to be part of society.  

A lot of disabled people have violence done to them and their homes just because they are disabled people (disability hate crime).  It is important that more is done to stop this.  Disabled people should be able to get free legal help to fight this in the courts if they need to.

· A fully accessible society 

Disabled people in the survey said that they need stronger rights to make sure that they can live more easily and be part of their communities.  For example, shops, houses and all outdoor areas in towns and cities should be easier for everyone to use.

New street designs without kerbs must be safe for everyone.

New houses and flats which are built must be easier for everyone to get into, move around in and live in.  People who need their homes changed (adapted) to be better for their disability should not have to pay.  
Deaf and disabled people must be able to get information in formats which are easy for them to understand and use.  They must be able to use services as easily as non-disabled people.  This will mean that Deaf and disabled people be take part of their community which is better for everyone.
There have been a lot of changes to buses, trains and Tube trains (public transport) in the last 10 years.  These changes have been good and made it easier for disabled people to use public transport.  
More still needs to be done.  It is important that money is not taken away from the work to improve transport. Disabled people think the law should give dates for making these changes.

6. What do the political parties say?

The four main political parties are Labour, Conservative, Liberal Democrat and the Green Party.  

They have all said what they would do if they formed the next government (published Manifestos).  Inclusion London has looked at these Manifestos and found bits which are important to Deaf and disabled people.  The next parts of this document say what those things are.

Inclusion London had to do this very quickly because the Manifestos were put out very near to the date of the meeting on 20th April.  There is a lot of jargon in the Manifestos but we have tried to explain this as well as we can.  This document is still quite long, but we hope you find it useful. We have done our best in a short time!  
The Labour Party 

· On plans for the government to spend money 
They plan to make the country’s debt only half of what it is now in four years time.  They say they will do this by fair tax increases.  They say they will keep control of money spent by government.  They say they will spend less on benefits and they will cut government spending on things they think are less important.
Labour says they have already seen ways they can spend less on things they think are less important (lower priority spending).  They say they will make £15 billion savings by doing things differently in the next year (efficiency savings).
They also say they will make £11 billion more savings in 2012 and 2013.  
· On ‘living standards’ and benefits 
Labour says they will help more people get into jobs so they do not need welfare benefits like Incapacity Benefit and Employment Support Allowance.  They say this will make the amount they have to spend on welfare benefits smaller over the next 4 years. 

They say they will look again at claims by many people getting Incapacity Benefit and get people back into jobs where they are able to work.

For people with serious disabilities who want to work, Labour says they will make sure they get supported jobs after these people have been getting welfare benefits for two years.

Labour says they will give an extra £100 a year to the Child Trust Funds of all disabled children.

· On education

Labour says they will make schools explain how they meet the needs of children with special educational needs. Labour says it will make sure there are more teachers for people who have dyslexia (reading and writing difficulties).  They say they will improve training for teachers who work with children with autism. 
Labour says they will improve the system of helping children with different learning needs by giving more help to their parents.  Labour says they will make sure there are more teachers who are able to teach children with complicated learning difficulties who are in special schools.

Labour says they will carry on spending money on services for disabled children.  

· On care costs 

Labour says they will set up what they call a National Care Service.  They say that this will stop the unfairness of services being different in different parts of England and Wales.  
This National Care Service will provide more care at home, will use more individual budgets and put limits on how much disabled and older people have to pay if they are in residential care.

More people will be able to have a care plan and an individual budget for their care and support, including people with things like diabetes.

· On health 
Labour says they will keep health services that people use safe from spending cuts.  But they will save money by organising some things differently over the next four years.  They will make sure people have legal rights about how long they have to wait for treatment and choosing things about how their health problems are treated.
Labour says that they will support what it calls the independent sector to work with the National Health Service.  It will also allow some health services to be run in the voluntary sector.
Labour says they will make sure there are more therapists to help people with their mental health care.

· On housing

Labour says it will work with housing associations to help families who don’t have much money and who can not get council homes.
Labour says it will change the way it gives money to local councils for repairing and building council homes.  This will mean local councils can build more homes.
· On crime

Labour says it will do things to make sure there are less people in prison who have mental health difficulties.

· On politics and rights
There was a conference which talked about making sure more members of parliament come from different parts of the community (the Speaker’s Conference).  Labour says it will do things to make sure that that progress is made on the things that the report of that conference says should happen.
Labour says it will make sure the new Equality Act is put into practice.  They say this will make society fairer for everyone.
The Conservative Party

· On plans for the government to spend money 

The Conservatives say that they will take urgent steps to decide how to cut spending to reduce the country’s debts (an emergency Budget).  They will hold this emergency Budget less than 2 months after winning an election.
The Conservatives say they will cut spending in government departments by £6 billion in this year after the election.  More spending cuts would be made in the next years. 
They say £12 billion more savings can be made across all government departments.
· On ‘welfare dependency’ and benefits 

The Conservatives say they will create one type of system for people who don’t have jobs (Work Programme), including all the people who get Incapacity Benefit now.  They will look again at the claims of everyone who gets Incapacity Benefit.  They say that if people are fit to do jobs they will go onto Jobseekers Allowance instead.  But anyone who can’t work because they are a disabled person will get money they are entitled to.

Conservatives say to older people on pensions that Disability Living Allowance and Attendance Allowance will be kept.

· On education

Conservatives say they will stop the closing down of special schools.  They think closing special schools comes from a fixed and narrow set of ideas (ideologically driven).  They will also stop the preference for educating children with special needs in mainstream schools.  
· On care costs
Conservatives say that people who have illnesses or health conditions which last a long time will be able to get money from both health services and social care services.  This money will be put together into a single budget for those people with long-term health problems.

Conservatives say they will support carers (people who look after others, such as disabled family members or older parents for example).  Conservatives say this will also help the people who are being looked after by providing direct payments and respite care.
Conservatives say they will put forward an idea for a type of insurance payment people can make.  This would help people who own their own house and have to go into residential care.  This would mean the house did not have to be sold to pay for the costs of their residential care.  Paying extra into this insurance could also help people who have to pay for care in their homes when they get older.
· On health 

Conservatives say they want to cut the cost of running the National Health Service (the administration).

They say they would give a bigger role to independent, voluntary and community sector organisations in providing health services.

They will also find ways for employers to buy services from Mental Health Trusts to support people in jobs who have mental health support needs.  Organisations which provide help for people getting back into work would also be able to buy these services from Mental Health Trusts.
Conservatives say they will make sure more people can use support like counselling (talking therapies) to help them if they have mental health support needs. 
· On public services

Conservatives want to change the way that public services operate.  They want the community to take more responsibility rather than the government telling people how things should be done.  They call this social responsibility not state control.
Conservatives want to see changes to public services so that providing public services would be shared.  They think that charities, the voluntary sector and companies with a focus on the community should all have an important role in providing public services. The Conservatives say they would work with local councils to make sure this happens.
· On housing

Conservatives want everyone to have the chance to own their own home.  One of the things they would do is the make fewer people who buy homes for the first time pay a property buying tax.
Conservatives will have a scheme to help people who have rented council or housing association homes buy a home if they move out of their rented home. This is if they have been good tenants. The Conservatives would make it easier for people in council or housing association homes move to another part of England or Wales.
· On politics and rights

Conservatives would scrap the Human Rights Act.  Instead they would have a set of rights for people in the UK.

Conservatives say they will have a £1 million fund to help disabled people who want to become members of Parliament, local councillors or other elected officials.  This money would help with the extra costs they face in running for office.  The Conservatives say that the money will be taken from the existing budget of the Government Equalities Office.

Conservatives would make changes to planning systems for different areas of the UK.  These systems decide things like house-building programmes, transport and the use of land (Regional Spatial Strategies).
The Liberal Democrats

· On plans for the government to spend money 

The Liberal Democrats say they have found ways they could make £15 billion of savings in government spending every year.  They say they would look at whether different parts of the public sector provide value for money.
The Liberal Democrats say they will hold an emergency budget by June 2010.  They would also start to look at what the government spends.  They would do this so that they could put in place spending cuts and tax changes.

They would take a deeper look at spending in all government departments to see how the country’s debt could by cut in half between 2012 and 2014.
· On employment

The Liberal Democrats would give more help to disabled people who are looking for work.  They would do this by using the Jobcentre Plus service and other organisations in the voluntary and private sectors. 

The Liberal Democrats would also change the Access to Work scheme so that disabled people know what help they can get from the Access to Work scheme before they apply for jobs.

· On public services and health

The Liberal Democrats say the first thing they will do is to give more money to some parts of the National Health Service by taking money from parts of the service where it is not being well used.
They say they will give staff (like nurses in wards of hospitals) more control over how their own service is run and how the money is spent.

They say they will make it easier for people with mental health issues to see counsellors for help.
· On education

The Liberal Democrats say they will make sure that children with special education needs get better help from 5 years old.  They will give better training to teachers so they can help children with special education needs.

· On care costs
The Liberal Democrats will set up a committee to look at ideas for providing long-term care for older people.  They will make sure that all political parties can support the committee that does this work.
The Liberal Democrats will bring together services for health and social care so that older, ill or disabled people can carry on living in their homes rather than going into hospital or residential care.
The Liberal Democrats want people who care for older or disabled family members to have a week’s rest from their caring duties.
· On pensions and benefits

The Liberal Democrats will change the way that help with winter fuel costs is paid.  Severely disabled people of all ages will get extra money towards the cost of heating in winter.  Anyone else who is non-disabled will not get help with this until they are 65. 
· On housing

There are a lot of homes all over the UK that are empty.  The Liberal Democrats will make sure many of these can be used by helping people with money towards repairs.  Repairing these homes will also provide jobs for people who work on them. 
The Liberal Democrats will look at how they can change rules on how local councils can spend and borrow money.  This will be so that local councils can build more council homes. 
· On crime

The Liberal Democrats would make sure that hate crimes are recorded better.  By this they mean crimes against disabled people, gay and transgender people which are done just because people are disabled people, gay or transgender people.  The Liberal Democrats say that at the moment these crimes are not recorded in one place.
· On politics and rights

The Liberal Democrats would make sure everyone has the same rights under the law by keeping the Human Rights Act.
The Green Party

· On plans for the government to spend money 

The Green Party would aim to cut the country’s debts in half by 2013.
They say that the money difficulties the UK has now are not caused by the government spending too much but by taxes being too low for people who earn higher wages.
· On public services

The Green Party say they would protect basic public services.  They say that small savings could be made by changing the way things are done (efficiency savings).  This would be £2 billion or £3 billion a year.

· On employment
The Green Party say that they aim to create 1 million extra jobs and places on training within a year.  They do not think it is right to force people without jobs into jobs that are not suitable for them by taking away people’s welfare benefits. 
The Green Party says it is against unfair treatment in the workplace.
· On welfare benefits

The Green Party say they would have a ‘Citizen’s pension’ which would be paid to everyone when they get to retirement age.  This would even include people who have not paid enough National Insurance contributions.  The Green Party says that Housing Benefit and disability benefits would continue to be paid.
The Green Party say they will increase Carer’s Allowance benefit.  They want to make social care services for children and for adults work better together.  They want families who have disabled people and people with long-term illnesses to have more short rests.
The Green party want to scrap the Welfare Reform Act of 2009.  At the moment some private companies look at claims people make for welfare benefits.  The Green Party want to stop that by cancelling the contracts with private sector companies.  
· On housing
The Green party want more money to be spent on council homes and other types of homes people can afford.  They want to change the rules so that local councils are allowed to spend money on homes.  The Green Party want to end the right council tenants have to buy their homes and they want to give people a right to rent homes.
· On education

The Green Party want to make sure that most children can go to a good local school.  They want the rules about who can go to schools to be made in each local area.  Those rules should be the same for all local schools in that area.
· On health and social care
The Green Party does not want health care to be run by private companies.  They do not want people to have to pay for medicines on prescription.  They will bring in free eye tests and free National Health Service dentist treatment for everyone.  The want to make sure that people can have National Health Service foot care (chiropody).
The Green Party wants older people in England and Wales to be able to have free care and support in their homes.  This happens already in Scotland.
The Green Party thinks that people should have the right to help if they are very ill and want to die (assisted death).  They say there must be very strict rules about this.  They also say that there must be very good care and support for people who are dying.
· On transport

The Green Party would make sure that local public transport is cheap and accessible to disabled people.  They would do this by putting money into the bus operating system and providing extra money for some bus routes.
· On promoting equality
The Green Party would make sure that actions are taken to stop disabled people being treated unfairly.
The Green Party say they will do work to change bad attitudes against people with mental health issues.  They would take action to stop unfair treatment at work of people with mental health issues. 
The Green party say they will be very active in trying to make sure that people from all different communities are working in all parts of the government and its departments.

The Green Party would make sure that police forces have officers whose job is to work with different communities and groups.  These officers would take action on crimes against disabled people (and other groups).  They would speak out and have publicity about these crimes against disabled people, including people with learning difficulties.  Where these crimes are committed these officers would make sure the crimes are properly dealt with.
The Green Party also says it will take actions to make sure disabled people’s parking rights are protected in shopping areas.
7. More information

Here are some links where you can get more information on political party manifestos. There are also links to disabled people’s election manifestos and demands for the next parliament.  Other information about the election is available. This is not a complete list – there is much more out there!


RADAR
http://www.radar.org.uk/radarwebsite/ 

UKDPC (United Kingdom Disabled People’s Council)
http://www.ukdpc.net/index.asp?GetPress=TRUE&id=91&sid=44&ssid=0&sssid=0 

Alliance for Inclusive Education (Allfie) http://www.allfie.org.uk/pages06/campaigns.html#manifesto 

Speakers Conference report http://www.parliament.uk/business/speakers_conference.cfm 

Polls Apart
www.pollsapart.org.uk 

The full manifestos of the political parties can be obtained at their websites.  How about contacting them and asking if they have copies in easier read formats?
The Labour Party


http://www2.labour.org.uk/manifesto-splash?gclid=COqnspLJgaECFY6X2AodrEXqmg 

Conservative Party
http://www.conservatives.com/ 

Liberal Democrats
http://www.libdems.org.uk/ 

Green Party
http://policy.greenparty.org.uk/
More information on the London local elections can be obtained at the London Councils website at
 
http://www.londoncouncils.gov.uk/elections2010 

8. What next?

We hope you will vote in the elections on 6 May – and that our meeting will have provided you with useful information and ideas.

Together disabled people have forced the rights and progress we need onto the political agenda in the last 30 years. Inclusion London wants to do its part in making sure this continues. Deaf and disabled people may have a very challenging few years to come.  This is particularly true if public sector cuts are as severe as some people are currently saying they will be.

So we hope that you will stay in touch with us and join in our work. Please make sure we know what you think.

Inclusion London

Unit J410
Tower Bridge Business Complex
100 Clements Road
London SE16 4DG
Telephone: 020 7237 3181
London Deaf and Disability Organisations CIC
Company registration no: 6729420
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