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	Bills before parliament



	Name of Bill

	Stage of Bill


	What to do
	Next stages

	Information

	Welfare Reform Bill
Available at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/welfarereform/documents.html

	Report Stage starting on 12.12.11 

Detailed line by line examination of the Bill continues. All amendments are considered.  

Votes can take place and any Member of the Lords can take part.

More information at: http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/commons/coms-lords-report-stage/ 

	Lobby a Lord!  Email or send a letter to interested in disabled people’s issues, such as members of All Party Disability Group, more information at: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/disability.htm
Later: 

Lobby your MPs until Consideration of Amendments stage ends.

Top campaign points:

Stop the:

1. Cut number of recipients by 20% and cut expenditure by 20%. 

2. Contributory ESA can only be claimed for one year

3. Caps housing benefit (impact on Disabled Londoners).

4. PIP health professional assessment
Additional Action:  

-Respond to government consultation on: 

PIP 2nd draft assessment criteria consultation 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/policy/disability/personal-independence-payment/
Send comments to 

Email: pip.assessment@dwp.gsi.gov.uk  

(Suggestion for quick comment: Support  SCOPE alternative Social model assessment and raise concerns assessment will be  similar to WCA).
Housing Benefit Cap  - Join LVSC’s campaign against HB cap. 

http://www.lvsc.org.uk/campaigns/benefit-reform-in-london.aspx
Email comments to LESPN@lespn.org.uk or 

steve@lvsc.org.uk
Re. Mobility component: Government Minister: Marie Miller stepped in saying due to consultation with DP and ‘Disability organisations’ mobility component for those in residential homes will not be abolished, for more info go to:  http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/wg-news-1.nsf/0/54BF4E5450E221A98025795900435F6F?OpenDocument
(Government rushing Bill thro’ parliament e.g. 1st reading of Bill took place in Commons on16 Feb yet draft PIP not published  till 9 May).

	Third Reading (Lords): 
Third reading in the Chamber is the final chance for the Lords to debate and change the contents of the Bill. 

Unlike the Commons, amendments can be made at this stage, provided the issue has not been fully considered and voted on at an earlier stage.

Amendments at third reading in the Lords are often used to clarify specific parts of the Bill

Consideration of Amendments: Bill passes back and forth between Commons and Lords till all amendments are agreed and the Bill can become law after the Royal Assent.
Full information on stages of Bill is available here: 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/welfarereform.html    

	Welfare Reform Bill:
Includes proposals to:

Abolish DLA, bring in PIP with: 

-Tighter eligibility criteria and assessment by health professional for majority of claimants.
-Cut number of recipients by 20% 
-Cut expenditure by 20%. 

 -Introduces Universal Credit replaces several benefits including income support, housing benefit and council tax benefit.
-ESA: contributory ESA can only be claimed for one year, introduction of tighter eligibility criteria and  harsher sanctions.
-Caps housing benefit.
Inclusion London information paper on Welfare Reform Bill is available at:

http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/Welfare-Reform-Bill-info-paper
Inclusion London DLA consultation response available at: http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/inclusion-londons-dla-reform-response
Disability Alliance briefing Lords 2nd Reading:

http://www.disabilityalliance.org/b23.htm 



	Name of Bill


	Stage of Bill
 
	What to do  
	  Next stages


	Information

	Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Bill 2010-11

Available at:

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/legalaidsentencingandpunishmentofoffenders/documents.html
Government briefing paper giving information on the Bill is available at: http://www.parliament.uk/br  iefing-papers/RP11-53

	Committee Stage House of Lords:  Starts 20.12.2011  
 Detailed line by line examination of the separate parts/clauses of the Bill takes place during committee stage. Any Member of the Lords can take part.

Every clause of the Bill has to be agreed to and votes on the amendments can take place.

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/commons/coms-lords-committee-stage/
 
	Lobby a Lord! 
Email or write to the  Lords, especially those interested in disabled people’s issues, such as members of All Party Disability Group, more information at: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/disability.htm
Also see Lords who have spoken during the debate at

http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/2011/nov/22/lords-debate-legal-aid?newsfeed=true
Later: 

Lobby your MPs until Consideration of Amendments stage ends.

 Top campaign points to raise:                              Legal Aid should not be removed for:

-Welfare Benefits 

-Housing

-Debt

-Employment  

-Education 

Many Lords believe Legal Aid for Welfare Benefits should be retained, see http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/2011/nov/23/news-law-lords-legal-aid-welfare?CMP=twt_gu
For more info see the Justice for All campaign at: http://www.justice-for-all.org.uk/


	Report Stage, House of Lords:  detailed examination and votes on  amendments continue.

3rd Reading,  House of Lords: Final chance for Lords to debate the Bill and make changes.


Consideration of Amendments: Bill passes back and forth between Commons and Lords till all amendments are agreed and the Bill can become law after the Royal Assent.

More information about stages of the Bill is available at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/legalaidsentencingandpunishmentofoffenders.html

	Proposals in the Bill include cutting legal aid for a number of different areas which include: 
- Welfare Benefits

- Housing (except for small no. of homelessness and housing disrepair)

- Education

- Employment in most circumstances.

- Debt, including debt for council tax, utilities, fines, credit card debt.

See Inclusion London response to government’s consultation is available at: 
http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/say-no
http://www.dls.org.uk/Rights/News/2011/september/18.html


	Name of Bill
	Stage of Bill


	What to do
	Next stages


	Information

	Health and Social Care Reform Bill

Available at:

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/healthandsocialcare/documents.html

	Committee Stage (Lords): Which started 25 Oct. Next debate on 7.12.11. 

Many Lords oppose this Bill so is likely to take longer than usual, clause 48 has been reached but there are 303 clauses. 

 
	Lobby a Lord:  
Raise concerns with Lords interested in disabled people’s issues, e.g. members of the All party parliamentary disability group are found here: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/disability.htm
Also raise concerns with your local MP to re. Consideration of Amendments stage. 

E.g. 

-Privatisation of NHS

-Budget/support required for  membership of local health watch groups and Health and Wellbeing boards
	Report stage (Lords): 
Debates and votes on Bill as detailed examiniation continues.

Starts about 14 days after Committee stage and lasts several days, but usually fewer days than Committee stage.  Its has taken over a month to get to clause 48, with 253 to go Committee stage could last well into new year.

Third Reading (Lords): usually starts 3 days after Report stage.

Consideration of Amendments: Bill passes back and forth between Commons and Lords till all amendments are agreed and the Bill can become law after the Royal Assent.

Full information on the stages of the Bill is available here: 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/healthandsocialcare.html

	Health and Social Care Reform Bill:

Many changes including:                           -Abolishing Primary Care Trusts and Strategic Health Authorities, passing commissioning to GPs.                              - Removal of restriction on the private patient income for Foundation Trusts.                       - Creation of ‘Health Watch England’ 

-Creation of local ‘Health Watch groups’                                     - Creation Health and Wellbeing boards.

Government expects to save £1.3bn in the costs of services once reforms are in place. 

Critics say changes will:              -Force one part of the NHS to compete with another.      -Puts cost cutting above patient care.                          -Cause a disconnection between services.                 -Cause a postcode lottery of services to develop.              -Cost of transferring commissioning to GP’s will cost more than the amount saved by 2012-13.                     -15,800 redundancies are expected, costing an estimated £772m.

Opponents include British Medical Association (BMA), Nurses and Unions.  The BMA has asked that the whole Bill is withdrawn.  

More information is available at: 

http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/stop-the-health-and-social-care-reform-bill 




	Name of Bill
	Stage of Bill


	What to do  
	  Next stages


	Information

	Social Care Portability Bill       (Private Members Bill starting in House of Lords)

Available at:
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/socialcareportabilityhl/documents.html 
	1st Reading (Lords) 22.06.11 
2nd Reading yet to be scheduled, (Unfortunately the Bill has not moved forward since October)
	Write to the Lords in support of the Bill, such as Baroness Jane Campbell of Surbiton, sponsor of the Bill, also members of the All Party Disability Group, information available at: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/disability.htm
If Bill moves to the House of Commons lobby your local MP.


	2nd Reading (Lords), then Committee, Report stages and 3rd Reading in the House of Lords before passing through the same stages in the Commons starting with its 1st Reading, (Commons). 
Information is available at: 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/socialcareportabilityhl.html 
Private Members Bills receive less time so the passage through parliament may not be completed, i.e. the Bill may not become law. 

  
	Social care portability bill would place duties on councils to work together to ensure disabled people have equivalent care and support in place when they arrive at their new home, rather than having to renegotiate their package from scratch.
Inclusion London’s news short is available at:
http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/portability-of-social-care-bill-gives-freedom-to-move
More information at:  http://www.radar.org.uk/news/new-private-members%E2%80%99-bill-ensures-%E2%80%98portability%E2%80%99-of-social-care/



	Green Paper  


	Name of Bill
	Stage of Bill

 
	What   to do  
	  Next stages

 
	Information

	Special Education Needs and Disability Green Paper:  

‘Support and aspiration: A new approach to special educational needs and disability’ available at: https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/CM%208027
More info about SEN

http://www.parliament.uk/topics/Special-educational-needs.htm
A government ‘standard note’ was published on 4 Nov it is available at:
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN05917

	Yet to have its 1st Reading.

 It is hoped that the government will publish a response to the Support and aspiration consultation by the end of year. 
   
	Respond if the government holds another consultation.
Inform your MP of concerns you have with the proposals.
Ask MP to support early day motion 2481: 30th Anniversary of the Education Act 1981
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2481

	The Bill has yet to start its passage through parliament. It is likely to start with its 1st Reading in the House of Commons and then pass through 4 stages before moving to the House of Lords.
There is general information about parliament’s work on special educational needs at: http://www.parliament.uk/topics/Special-educational-needs.htm

	Special Educational Needs and Disability Green Paper
The two key in proposals in the Bill are:                             -Promotion of special schools and separate education, with government  ending what it calls the ‘bias towards inclusion’ in mainstream education.                          -The proposed removal of the statement of special educational needs, (SEN) replacing it with the ‘Single Assessment’ and the ‘Education, Health and Care plan’.

There are concerns that proposals are driven by a medical model rather than social model of disability.

Inclusion London information paper is available at: http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/equal.not.special
Inclusion London’s response to consultation available at: 

http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/inclusionnotsegregation
See the Alliance for Inclusive Education’s response at:

http://www.allfie.org.uk/docs/briefings/Allfie%20Briefing%20No.26.doc



	Preparation for White Paper


	Name 
	What Stage
 
	What   to do  
	  Next stages

 
	Information

	Social Care  White paper

	Government is preparing to produce a White paper in April 2012 via the ‘Caring for our future’ consultation, deadline               2 December 2011
See ‘Information’ column for more details. 

      
	Look out for the government’s response to the consultation and call for evidence if appropriate.  
Watch to see if government consults at White Paper stage and respond if possible. 
Inform your MP of any concerns you have with the proposals in the White paper when available. 
	The government will publish a White Paper (draft of a Bill). There may be a consultation at this stage.  

The Bill will then start its passage through parliament with its 1st Reading in House of Commons. 
However, the Government is unlikely to be rushing this legislation through parliament as it has already indicated that it thinks the recommendations from the Dilnot commission are too costly. 


	The Caring for our future consultation seeks views about the priorities for improving care and support. Launched on 15 September – deadline 2 December more information available at:   
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_129923
Government aims to improve the quality, prevention, choice and control, including the provision of a wide range of responsive services.  

Inclusion London highlights  gap between this aspiration and reality experienced by disabled people, especially in current climate of cuts. The response is available at:??   
Inclusion London information paper on the consultation is available at: http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/care-in-the-future-
 
This consultation aims to discuss the findings in the  ‘Fairer Care Funding’ report published by the 

Commission on Funding of Care and Support, which was asked to recommend an affordable and sustainable funding system for adult care and support in England. The Commission is often know as the Dilnot commission, after the chair. The report is available at: http://www.dilnotcommission.dh.gov.uk/our-report/
Inclusion London’s analysis of the report is available at:
http://www.inclusionlondon.co.uk/we-can-afford-to-care
Also see:http://www.disabilityalliance.org/drpress.htm 


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


